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CLOCKWISE: Knights of Columbus Council #17237 chop wood for Little Brothers, 
Friends of the Elderly; Sping break missionaries organize a food pantry freezer; Abby 
Bevilacqua was St. Al’s 2020 Winter Carnival queen candidate. Which one is the true 
Abby?; Fr. Ben visits Fr. Tom Wantland, pastor of St. Al’s from 1974-1984.
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Alumni, Parents, and Friends of St. Al's:

Whoa! This spring semester turned out a LOT differently 
than we all expected. We were in the midst of our Spring 
Break Mission Trip at a homeless shelter in Oshkosh, WI, 
when it really became clear that the coronavirus was go-
ing to change nearly everything! 

Through many students going home as classes went 
online, public Masses being cancelled and our churches being locked, through shifting to ministry on Zoom and Parking Lot Adora-
tion (boy, I'm sure glad we built that attic), the Lord has been faithful, and so have you. That hasn't changed at all. 

Thank you very much for all your support, both in prayers and words of encouragement, and also helping us stay afloat financially. 
Your support is absolutely critical to helping us sustain the mission!

I hope this newsletter captures just a little of the Lord's ongoing faithfulness! It has been incredibly beautiful to see the Lord bring-
ing rich fruit even in a time of difficulty. Please read the senior testimonies on pages 4 and 5 prayerfully, I suspect you will find them 
as inspiring and encouraging as I do!

Please join us for one of our online gatherings in the coming weeks! Unfortunately, it will have to be “Bring Your Own Brat!” We’ve 
already had a number of online gatherings, and although it isn’t quite same, it has still been really good!

PA S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
HA S S E

A BIG THANK YOU  to the many who have supported St. Al’s financially 
through the events of the last few months! The students have been away from 
campus but the ministry has continued in a big way thanks to your support!
 
Events like the one we find ourselves in are one reason that we established the 
St. Al’s Evangelization Endowment last year, to provide continuous long-term 
funding for the ministry even in tough times. The endowment is housed in 
two foundations: the UP Catholic Foundation, based in Marquette, and the 
Catholic Foundation of Michigan, based in Bloomfield Township.
 
A powerful way to support the ministry at St. Al’s in the long term is through 
a planned gift, such as a bequest in your will. A planned gift to support the St. 
Al’s Evangelization Endowment will provide a truly lasting legacy, as endow-
ments are managed and structured to provide funding in perpetuity. You can 
make a gift like this by adding one simple sentence to your will:
 
"I give to St. Albert the Great University Parish, a nonprofit corporation cur-
rently located at 411 MacInnes Drive, Houghton, MI 49931, or its successor 
thereto, ______________ [written amount or percentage of the estate or de-
scription of property] for its unrestricted use and purpose."

Stewardship Update
INCOMING FRESHMEN  |  JULY 12, 19 , 26

RETREAT PARTICIPANTS  |  JULY 7

CHAPEL RATS  |  JULY 8

MUSIC MINISTRY  |  JULY 14

PASTORAL COUNCIL  |  juLY 22

PARENTS OF STUDENTS  |  AUGUST 6

ALUMNI
JULY 9| 2010-2020

JULY 15| 2000-2009
JULY 23| 1990-1999
JULY 28| 1980-1989
JULY 29| 1970-1979

AUGUST 5| 1969 AND EARLIER

ST. AL'S VIRTUAL ZOOM Cookouts 2020!
Details at mtucatholic.org/COOKOUTS



Thank you Fr. Dustin!

INCOMING FRESHMEN  |  JULY 12, 19 , 26

RETREAT PARTICIPANTS  |  JULY 7

CHAPEL RATS  |  JULY 8

MUSIC MINISTRY  |  JULY 14

PASTORAL COUNCIL  |  juLY 22

PARENTS OF STUDENTS  |  AUGUST 6

ALUMNI
JULY 9| 2010-2020

JULY 15| 2000-2009
JULY 23| 1990-1999
JULY 28| 1980-1989
JULY 29| 1970-1979

AUGUST 5| 1969 AND EARLIER

This ZOOM screenshot 
shows the St. Al’s ’20-’21 
FOCUS team early in their 
summer training. We have 
a large team this year, not 
least because of two St. Al's 
students, Zach Smith and Zoe 
LaLonde, from our campus 
who have been hired as 
missionaries. They will return 
to Michigan Tech to finish 
their degrees before being 
assigned to another campus.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 
Adriane Limmex, a first-year 
missionary; Zach Smith and 
Zoe LaLonde MTU students 
training to be missionaries, 
and Allie Ripplinger, a fourth-
year missionary; Ben Borash, 
a first-year missionary; Fr. 
Ben; Sr. Jacqueline; Kelsey 
McCullough (in the small 
inset box), new team director, 
entering her sixth year as 
a missionary; MaKenna 
Ketter, a returning second-
year missionary; Katherine 
Stevenson, first-year 
missionary; Evan Murtha, a 
second-year missionary.

A BIG THANK YOU  to Fr. Dustin Larson ’10 ’11 for his two years of service at St. 
Al's. After he was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Marquette in June 2018, he 
returned to Michigan Tech, his alma mater. He says he was blessed to walk with 
students at Michigan Tech on their faith journey. 

“Having first been a student at Tech and then going to seminary, then coming 
back, it was definitely a blessing to be able to jump right in because there were 
many elements of Tech's culture that I was already familiar with.”

He says there are countless instances of teaching individuals how to pray more 
deeply. One of his favorite moments was to celebrate five Baptisms and eight 
Confirmations during his first Easter Vigil Mass as a priest, breaking the much-
coveted three-hour mark for that liturgy. On June 1, Fr. Dustin’s ordination an-
niversary, he anticipates celebrating his 899th Mass. 

His degrees in computer science and mathematics have been put to use helping 
provide computer networking support to St. Al’s. He says, “The Lord has put my 
computer science degree to use in a number of ways since ordination.

Along the way he says he has learned “God has better plans than I do.”

“It has been an incredible blessing for St. Al’s and for me to have Fr. Dustin as an 
associate pastor. I’m very excited to see how God is going to work through him at 
NMU,” says Fr. Ben Hasse.

Fr. Dustin began his new assignment on July 1 as Associate Pastor at St. Michael 
Parish and St. Christopher Parish in Marquette. He will have primary responsibil-
ity for leading Catholic Campus Ministry at Northern Michigan University. Please 
pray for Fr. Dustin, a Husky, as he prepares to preach the Gospel to Wildcats!

It was just recently announced that newly-ordained Fr. 
Tom Merkel will be Fr. Dustin’s successor as associate 
pastor at St. Al’s. In a certain paradoxical symmetry Fr. 
Tom is a graduate of NMU. We trust that God has a 
plan in all of this! We will include much more about Fr. 
Tom in our next newsletter.



Melanie Thomas '20
B.S., Biomedical Engineering

Melanie Thomas practiced her faith with her 
family and she didn’t know how to accom-
plish that when she came to Michigan Tech. 

“The first year I struggled with my faith and 
didn’t know what direction to take with it. I 
struggled with what faith meant to me and 
did a lot of soul searching, but coming to Mass 
was a help. Then I started reading the Bible ev-
ery day and now have a constant prayer life.”

“St. Al’s does a lot for students; it has done so 
much for me. I have taken the right steps and 
cast my worries unto the Lord. I will treasure 
the homilies from Fr. Ben and Fr. Dustin.”

St. Al's
SENIOR TESTIMONIES

Ben Gregory '20
B.S., Materials Science and Engineering

Ben says during his freshman year he was hit 
with the loneliness of being away from his 
family. He turned to Morning Prayer at McNair 
and that helped to break up the lonely feeling. 
“The Lord was starting to work in my life but 
I wasn’t fully aware. I realize now that the 
loneliness was the Lord making space in my 
heart.”

He poured his heart out to God during 
Adoration at St. Al’s and heard God asking 
him to trust. “You want to find success in your 
career, in your relationships, come to me first. 
Trust that I have something better for you.”

“The Lord has shown me that the desires I have are not mine to go about the way I 
think is best but instead go to God and in communion with Him they will happen in 
God’s time and in His way.”

James Bonar '20
B.S., Materials Science and Engineering

James Bonar was looking for a college 
that had a strong Catholic ministry; at 
Michigan Tech he found St. Al’s. During 
his early days at Tech, he showed up at 
Friday Night Fireside Fellowship and was 
welcomed into the community and the 
conversation. 

“I’m not an outgoing person, but I fit right 
into the Catholic crowd. I’ve been able to 
see the community at St. Al’s grow.”

James was invited to a Bible study and 
then eventually led one which helped 
him to form intentional Christian friend-
ships. 

“The Lord has created my boldness. He 
showed me the power of spiritual broth-
ers. I learned the power of friendship 
and the amount of joy that can bring 
into your life. It’s been a joy to be in this 
community. I am happy to leave Tech but 
sad to leave St. Al’s. Thank you for being a 
second family to me.”

EDITOR'S NOTE: This year, the seniors at St. Al’s shared their senior testimonies in an online format via a ZOOM 
meeting. These stories are excerpted from those beautiful testimonies of how the Lord moved in their lives during their 
time as students. We share these with you as a witness to the power of community and the ministry of St. Al’s. 



Zoe LaLonde '20
B.S., Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

Zoe LaLonde admits Michigan Tech was 
not her first choice and she was prepared 
to leave after her first year. But she says 
the Holy Spirit and some friends had 
other ideas. 

Throughout her early years at St. Al’s and 
Tech she struggled but eventually the 
Lord spoke to her heart in Adoration. 

“I emptied my heart to the Lord and 
started to heal and feel loved. I began 
to live out my identity as a daughter of 
Christ and started to grow more in com-
munity and learn what sisterhood truly 
means. The women at St. Al’s are amaz-
ing and they have called me to a higher 
virtue.

Zoe said "yes" to serving as a FOCUS mis-
sionary because of her passion for wom-
en's ministry. She will return to St. Al’s in 
the fall to be a FOCUS intern. 

“The Lord desires for His daughters to 
know they are fearfully and wonderfully 
made. The secular world, and especially 
college campuses do their best to dis-
courage and stomp out our feminine 
hearts. However, Jesus' desire for us is to 
be whole in Him and know who He says 
that we are. Women have an irreplace-
able role in the Church and the world. 
The Lord has placed a desire in my heart 
to help cultivate that.”

Chris Wallenfang '20
B.S., Materials Science and Engineering

Chris Wallenfang hesitated to become in-
volved with St. Al’s during his first year at 
Michigan Tech because he was focused on his 
studies and being successful.

But when he attended Masses during Holy 
Week, his faith began to grow. “I thought I 
wouldn’t go to Holy Saturday until I was 65 
and didn’t have anything better to do. But 
I went and it was one of the coolest things I 
have ever done. I will always do this.”

He was invited to a Bible Study with James 
Bonar where he also joined Ben Gregory. Even-
tually he led his own Bible Study. And the three young men began an authentic friend-
ship that they say will never end even though they are leaving Tech. 

“If a human relationship can be that joy-filled, what kind of relationship does God 
want to have with us?! My favorite thing has been the faith community at St. Al’s. The 
Holy Spirit can work with you without you knowing it.”

Zach Smith '20
B.S., Computer Engineering

Zach Smith says being voluntold to help with 
Friday Night Fireside Fellowship was the best 
way for him to become involved at St. Al’s.

“When I came to college I was seeking. I 
thought I knew the Lord and my faith but the 
Lord was calling me deeper. The beauty of the 
Keweenaw drew me into community and clos-
er to the Lord.”

He says he continued to attend Mass and Ado-
ration; to show up and trust even when he had 
doubts. 

“I learned to not be afraid because you don’t know how the Lord is going to use you. 
Say yes to opportunities and invite others to do the same.”  

In the fall, Zach will return to St. Al’s as a FOCUS missionary intern. “Seeing this call 
from Christ and the impact of FOCUS missionaries on my own life and the lives of 
other fellow students, I thought if I really believe the Gospel to be true then I need to 
share this life giving reality to others.”

“I am excited about the new ways the Lord wants me to trust in Him. St. Al’s has given 
me a deeper understanding to be invited and to invite other people to community, to 
the Lord and to every aspect of goodness and truth.” 



SHAWN MCFALL is taking a different type of 
camping trip for 14 days. 

“I have set-up camp on the deck with a tent, 
bed, cook stove, port-a-potty, and wash basin,” 
he says. 

Shawn’s at-home camping comes after his wife, 
Theresa, returned home from helping serve as 
a nurse at the Felician Convent in Livonia. She 
spent three weeks at the convent’s infirmary, 
serving the sisters who were sick with Covid-19. 

“Theresa went to high school and college in Li-
vonia, Michigan, at the campus of the Felician Convent. Her oldest sister is a Felician 
sister and she felt called to help when so many sisters that she knew were sick and 
dying from Covid.”

Shawn says they can go for walks, ride bikes and do yard work together but at a six to 
10-foot distance. “A big hug is scheduled for the end of day 14.”

A 1980 graduate of Michigan Tech, Shawn retired in December from Pfizer in Kalam-
azoo as a project engineer. Their son, Patrick, is currently a graduate student studying 
math at Tech. Shawn says the first three months after leaving Pfizer he was learn-
ing how to be retired: attending Mass, volunteering, exercising, and taking classes at 
Western Michigan University. 

“When COVID-19 hit, I just retracted into the house and focused on virtual class 
work, home projects and hobbies.” He has been making mittens for Theresa, a quilt 
and wood-burned Christmas cards as well as finishing building a wooden canoe. 

“The most important lesson that I have learned is how important positive human 
interactions and connections are,” he says. “The words from a past homily stuck with 
me; ‘In the final evaluation it's not Skills Acquired, or Accomplishments but How Well 
We Loved.’ I am working on it.” 

Sr. Jacqueline Spaniola (shown 

here using a virtual background 

of the Franciscan Chapel at the 

Motherhouse in Manitowoc, 

Wisconsin) is leading Bible 

studies and silent retreats us-

ing Zoom during the Covid-19 

shutdown. Students at St. Al’s 

gathered virtually for Friday 

Night Fireside Fellowships in-

cluding a talk from Diocese of 

Marquette Bishop John Doer-

fler, senior testimonies, and the 

parish’s annual talent show. 

covid 19
Creativity in the face of



During this past school year the FOCUS team at Michigan Tech expanded to 
seven missionaries thanks to gifts from the Multiply the Mission campaign. 
The four female missionaries are pictured above: Katie, Megan, MaKenna, and 
Stefanie. This team expansion specifically included additional missionaries whose 
responsibilities included outreach to the Greek community (FOCUS Greek) and 
to varsity athletes (Varsity Catholic).

Missionary Megan St. Aubin has been working with FOCUS Greek and leading 
Bible Studies and one-on-one discipleship even during the quarantine.

“One of my non-Catholic women watched a video we shared about the Eucharist. 
She started doing more research on what the Catholic Church teaches which led 
to a wild, crazy conversation about many truths of the Catholic faith. It was such 
a blessing to see her curiosity sparked and now she is actively seeking the fullness 
of truth.”

“Students need to slow down and realize how infinitely loved they are and that 
they are made for something more than what the world has to offer. One of my 
women started the year not knowing if she believed in Jesus and is now at a point 
of believing in Jesus and actively striving to learn what that means for her life.” 

This transformation of life has been made possible because of generous gifts from 
alumni and friends to the Multiply the Mission campaign. To date, we have raised 
58% or  $1,817,828 of the campaign goal.  These gifts also made possible outreach 
to varsity athletes by MaKenna Ketter.

Since coming to St. Al’s in January, MaKenna has started two Bible studies that 
include women from four sports. 

“Having a solid Christian athlete community provides a space for athletes to come 
to know their true identity as daughters of a King,” she says. “I have encountered 
tremendous desire within the student athletes to grow closer to Christ. I could feel 
the Lord working in and through them so vividly, which enkindled a fire of faith 
in my heart. I think I learned more from them than they ever could have from 
me! I am so excited to see what more the Lord brings in the coming school year!”

Through campaign dollars raised, St. Al’s also was able to complete a second story 
addition, located above the Chapel Rat residence. There are two new meeting 
rooms used by some of our 25 student-led FOCUS Bible studies, Knights of 
Columbus meetings, 12-step group programs, NFP training and more. 

For more information about the campaign, visit multiplythemission.org

Supporting the 
Future of St. Al’s 

“When I was preparing my will I 
wanted to give my money to a per-
manent and lasting place. St. Al’s will 
definitely be here for a long time.”

And, that’s one reason why Joe Kirk-
ish decided to leave St. Al’s in his will. 

Joe, who recently turned 95, remem-
bers when St. Al’s was founded and 
he taught many students during 
his years as a professor at Michigan 
Tech, retiring in the late 1980s. 

“I love St. Al’s,” he says. “It has meant 
a great deal to me. Anything that 
proves itself to be representing God 
on earth should stick around. Fr. Ben 
thinks of the students first and he 
understands the young people very 
well.”

He wanted to support the education 
in the Catholic faith that he sees the 
students receiving at St. Al’s. 

“People in college are at their most 
pivotal moment of their lives. They 
may make bad choices. But St. Al’s is 
helping them learn that everything 
has to start with God.” 

Joe is a long-time photographer. 
Visit mtucatholic.org/photoalbums/
joe to view his photos from St. Al’s.

For more information about how to leave
St. Al’s in your will or to make a planned gift, 
visitmtucatholic.org/ways-to-give or contact 

Rhen Hoehn, rhen@mtucatholic.org or 
(906) 482-5530.

Putting Campaign Dollars to Work:
FOCUS Greek and Varsity Catholic



ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

DO YOU KNOW A NEW STUDENT 
STARTING AT MTU IN THE FALL?
Visit mtucatholic.org/new

WANT A FREE ST. AL'S T-SHIRT? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/shirt

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG
for more pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

WE THANK
FR. DUSTIN LARSON 

for his two years of 
service to St. Al’s! 

We wil l miss him very 
much but know the 

Lord has great plans 
for him as he serves as 

the Associate Pastor 
at St. Michael Parish 
and St. Christopher 
Parish in Marquette. 
He wil l have primary 

responsibil ity for Catholic 
Campus Ministry at NMU 
(nmucatholic.org). During 
the quarantine, Fr. Dustin 

was responsible for 
doing Benediction from 

the new attic during 
Parking Lot Adoration.
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